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petitioners, haveing abused your majestie in giveing
an ill character of your petitioners, only to force a
sum from their poor endeavours; who never did nor
shall refuse him all the reseits and just profitts that
belong to his place; hee having now obtained leave to
arrest us, only to give trouble and vexation to your
petitioners, hopeing by that meanes to force a summe
of money illegally from us.

" The premises considered, your petitioners
humbly beseech your majestie to be gra-
tiously pleased to signify your royal plea-
sure to the Lord Chamberlaine, that your
petitioners may not bee molested in their
calling. And your petitioners in duty
bound shall pray, &c.

" NICH. BUET.                 " ROBT. SHATTEREL V"

" WILLIAM WINTERSHALL.

" CHARLES HAHT.         '          . .

Mr. Thomas Betterton having been a great ad-
mirer of -Shakspeare, and having taken the trouble
in the beginning of this century, when he was above
seventy years of age, of travelling to Stratford-upon-
Avon to collect materials for Mr. Howe's life of our au-
thor, is entitled to particular notice from an editor of
his works. Very inaccurate accounts of this actor
have been given in the Biographia Britannica and
several other books. It is observable, that biogra-
phical writers often give the. world long dissertations
concerning facts and dates, when the fact contested
might at once be ascertained by visiting a neighbour-
ing parish-church: and this has been particularly the
case of Mr. Betterton. He was the son of Matthew

* Michael Mohun, William Cartwright, and Walter Clun, did
not sign.